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The Wildlife Trust in Cambourne

Formerly farmland, the new parish

of Cambourne was born in the 1990s
from a visionary approach to planning
development sensitively around wildlife
and the natural environment.

The Wildlife Trust assisted from the start,
helping develop a ‘green infrastructure’
which retained natural features such as
woodlands, hedges and ponds as

well as identifying suitable places for the
creation of new habitat networks which
the town could be built around.

These ‘wild’ spaces now form a 95
hectare (235 acres) nature reserve,
interwoven around the town, which
we look after, ensuring they continue
to be good wildlife habitats.

Management involves cutting the
grass and hedges at the right

time of year, maintaining the paths
and ditches and monitoring what is
happening to the wildlife as the nature
reserve develops.

Be first to hear about local wildlife news
and events - sign up to our eNews:
wildlifebcn.org/e-news
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‘Wild’ residents

Cambourne now supports more wildlife than

the surrounding land, and is home to some

rare species protected by law. Great crested

newts lay their eggs in the ponds. Water

voles use the lakes and ditches. Skylarks and
other farmland birds love the meadows. The

wild flowers around the site provide nectar

for butterflies to feed on. If you walk around
the site quietly you may be lucky enough to

spot some of them.

Cambourne Wild Discovery Trail

This 1.5km trail loops south from Oaks Wood

car park, followed by a loop to the north.
There are information boards along the trail

to tell you more about the different areas of
the nature reserve and the wildlife that lives

in them. It should take about 20 minutes to
walk - longer if you stop to look at all
the signs!
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Lakes and Ponds

The lakes in Cambourne were created

to collect excess water from the town
during heavy rain to prevent flooding, but
they also provide a great place for lots

of wildlife, especially birds such as coot.
If you visit in the early morning you may
be lucky and see a kingfisher, heron or
cormorant fishing.

Great crested newt

Grassland

Look out for bright yellow bird’s-foot
trefoil and the purple thistle-like
flowers of common knapweed,
amongst many other
wildflowers. These
flowers provide nectar
for butterflies such as
meadow brown and
common blue.

Woodlands

Strips of woodland were

planted around Common blue on
Cambourne to provide food bird's-foot trefoil
and shelter for wildlife and

a pleasant area to walk through. See

- if you can spot hawthorn, hazel, alder,

willow and field maple.
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