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Partnership Project 
 

• River Nene Regional Park  

• Wildlife Trust BCN  

Funded by  

• Natural England (via HLS) 

• SITA Trust & NCC (Inspiring Meadows) 

• Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area (Land 

Advisor Fund) 

• The Lottery (HLF and Awards for All) 

• RNRP Environmental Grant Scheme 
 



Why is it needed? 
 

• Massive loss of species rich grassland since 1940’s 

• Nationally only about 3% of the 1930’s total left 

• Northamptonshire following that trend 

• Mostly small isolated meadows remaining 

• Much converted to arable production and improved 

grassland 

• Others lost to sand and gravel extraction 

• Once extraction completed remaining land restored to 

lakes, arable production and improved grassland 



How much have we achieved? 
 

 
• Started in 2006 using HLS and RNRP Environmental 

Grant Scheme 

• Now recreated over 210ha of species rich grassland 

• Restored over 150ha and returned it to appropriate 

management 

This includes: 
• Wet grassland sites (MG4) 

• Historic water meadow 

• Dry and acid grasslands sites 

• SSSI, LWS, LNR and SAMs in various ownership 



Inspiring Meadows 

• LWS work identified Lowland Meadows as most under-threat habitat 

• Many sites not suitable for stewardship 

• Developed SITA & NCC funded Inspiring Meadows project 

• Aim; 

– Restore 20 sites through improved management or restoring features 

– Capital works to secure long-term management 

– Most popular funding fencing and water 

 

• Year 1 – survey work; 67 sites 

• Year 2 and 3; capital and restoration work  

 

• Total of 22 sites worked on (arguably none are restored yet!)  

 



Case Studies 

The Good, the Bad and 

the Complex 



Rushton Grange Meadow 

• Wet meadow around old meander (4 fields east 

of Tailby) 

• Mosaic of wetland, wet grassland and dry 

grassland habitat 

• Unmanged for many years 

• New landowner keen but runs a stables 

• Fenced & water through Inspiring Meadows & 

CSF 

• Local grazier grazing with young Dexters 







Boddington Marshy Field 

• Owned by Canals  Rivers Trust 

• 3 compartments – MG4, MG1e and wetland 

(swamp) 

• Two grassland field annual hay cut 

• Fence to allow aftermath grazing and initiate 

grazing of wetland 





Stanwick Hay Meadow 

• Survived gravel extraction along Nene 

• Old MG4 grassland (90’s) 

• Now horse pasture 

• FMP visit in 2012 identified indicator species 

clinging on, plus suitable hydrology and soil 

conditions for restoration 

• Land owner not interested and owns no other 

land 
 





Coronation Meadows 

• Boddington Meadow (WT Reserve)  

• Chosen as Northants Coronation Meadow 

• Species rich unploughed meadow  - areas of MG4 

• Seed collection planned for mid-July and early August 

 

• Kingsthorpe North Meadows 

• Owned and managed by local community 

• Plan to restore lower (sp poor) section alongside river – 3ha 

• Soil tests show low nutrient levels (P=12) 

• Enhance with Boddington seed this summer 





Kingsthorpe North Meadow 2008 

 



Kingsthorpe North Meadows April 2014 





Wicksteed Park water meadow in the beginning 













Achurch Meadow SSSI 





Fotheringhay meadow restoration 


