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Welcome to the sixth issue of the Wildlife Sites Newsletter.  This newsletter is for 
owners and managers of Bedfordshire’s County Wildlife Sites (CWS) and potential 
CWS.  CWS are areas of land where species and habitats flourish because of past 
and current management and are the most important areas for wildlife outside of 
legally protected sites such as SSSI’s. There are 402 CWS in Bedfordshire - these 
cover roughly 7% of the county’s area—and create a network of habitats across the 
county. They do not have statutory protection and it is through the goodwill of their 
owners and managers that the sites are conserved and retain their wildlife value.  
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County Wildlife Site work is not all about surveying and monitoring, the 
second important reason for running the Wildlife Site system is to help land 
managers to maintain or improve their sites for wildlife, by providing free 
advice and information. In Bedfordshire 61% of County Wildlife Sites are 
classed as being positively managed for wildlife, a number that has gone 
up annually since we started monitoring this in 2009, another positive for 
our wildlife! 
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The journey from 
Local Wildlife 
Site to SSSI is not 

undertaken 
by many sites but is 
hopefully one that will 
protect this 
wonderful old 

Northamptonshire grassland in perpetuity. For more 
information contact 
adam.kwolek@naturalengland.org.uk.  
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 Aims to provide a comprehensive 
resource open to landowners, managers 
and animal keepers advising on all 
aspects of managing, restoring and 
using permanent grasslands. 
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