'S|MO Aumel 81| spaiq 1o} Aaid apinoid yaiym
S9|OA pJal} puB 82IW POOM Se

yons s|ewiue Jgjjews o}
awoy os|e S| poom ay|
'S9x04 pue siabpeq yum
Buoje poom ay1 ul aAl|
199p Mmojje} pue aeflluniy

'smolabpay

Buipunolins pue poom
3yl ul saLuaq Jo uoisnjoud
ay1 uo Buipasy) uass aq
ued alejp|aly pue Buimpal
10 $)00|} 8bue| JajuIm U|
"1ayo1eoA|} panjods

e Jo Jadealoaall e Jo
asdwib e yoieo Aew noA Axon| aie NOA | "S}ieYyD}HIYd pue
sayoleyinu ‘sia)0adpoom 10} 1IN0 UB1SI| pUB 3007 "POOM
a9yl ul punoj aq ued pJiq 40 sal0ads Ot 01 dn Jawwns uj

1adaayaleb pue

an|g uowwod ‘yo09ead ‘poom papoads ‘ewWOD ‘BD1YM
paulan-usalb apnjoul jods 0} Jaises aie ey} sal|}ia1ing
'sBuim ayi o apisiapun ay3 uo
punNoj JBA|IS JO SYE8IIS [njiInesq ayl
wol} aweu sl s18b 1] ‘poom ay}
ul paplooal sem ‘asysabplgque)
pasiuojodal Ajpuadal sey

1eyr Aipiening abuej e ‘Asejjiily
paysem-JaA|is ayl ‘0LO¢ Ul
'aul| Aem|iel 8yl U0 pue pooMm
ay1 Ul MolB 1eyl siamol} you
Je1oau ay} uo Buipasy punoy
aq ued A|j91Ing Jo saloads Auepy

poom papjoadg

euNe]

‘Allagmells plim

pue 110M s,uyor 1S ‘peamdeuy se yons saloads

UOWIWIOD 3JOW SB ||9M Se Xe|} Alie} palamojj allym

Aunl pue 1auing 1eaib jo syjeis ajdind [je1 ‘8]1S1yl Ajjoom
‘19MO|4-[199 palalsn|o ‘18|0IA Alley Buipnjoul ‘saioads jue|d
Builsaialul Auew 01 swoy awo23aq sey aul] Aemjiel ay |

‘9|ppPes s,peAlp jo s1ayoeiq abie| ayl 1o snbuny

}Jnus a|pued a8yl JO SUWN|OD B1IYM Ulyl 8yl 10ds ueod
NoA J1 88g "uwnine Ajies ui Jeadde yoiym 4o 1souw ‘pOOM
ay1 ul punoy} uaaq aAey 16uny jo saloads QG 1se9| 1y

Management

For over 750 years Hayley, like most English woods, has
been coppiced; areas of ash, hazel and maple were cut
down and allowed to grow again from the stump.

This produced a renewable supply of firewood as well as
materials for fencing and construction. Historically nearly
the whole wood would have been managed in this way.
Coppicing declined throughout the 19th and early 20th
centuries but was revived here in 1963. It was one of the
first sites to reintroduce the practice for the benefit of
wildlife, something that is now much more widespread.
Coppice plots have been established along the main ride
though much of the reserve is now managed as
non-intervention woodland where natural processes are
allowed to dominate.

The grassy rides and glade are mown on a bi-annual
regime to reduce nutrient levels and enhance the diversity
of wildflowers. The railway line is mown to prevent
encroachment of scrub and dominance of tall species
such as willowherb.

How to find the reserve

OS sheet 153, Grid reference TL 292 530
St Neots 8 miles, Cambridge 17 miles.

Take the A428 from St Neots towards Cambridge.

After around 6 miles turn right onto the A1198 towards
Royston. After 3 miles turn right to Longstowe on the
B1046. A mile beyond the village look for a water tower
on your right. Park on the verge opposite and walk 300m
up Hayley Lane to reach the reserve.

You can also reach Hayley Wood by taking a bus from
Cambridge to Longstowe and then walking 1% miles.
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More information

Your local Wildlife Trust protects wildlife and the
countryside for people to enjoy in Bedfordshire,
Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire. We are a
charity dependent on voluntary contributions. If you
would like more information about this reserve, other
reserves in the area or to find out how you can support
us or get involved, please contact:

The Wildlife Trust, The Manor House, Broad Street,
Great Cambourne, CB23 6DH.

Telephone: 01954 713 500

Email: cambridgeshire@wildlifebcn.org

This leaflet has been made possible thanks to the support of :

x

Forestry Commission

www.wildlifebcn.org

»

Cover photograph by Duncan Mackay. lllustrations by Mike Langman
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Deer

As in most woods Hayley has suffered from the 20th
century increase in deer numbers. When the Trust
purchased the reserve in 1962 fallow deer, originally
introduced to Britain by the Normans, were already
present. Since then numbers have increased and they
have been joined by much smaller muntjac deer, an early
20th century introduction from China. Too many deer
put extreme pressure on the wood by eating young tree
saplings, coppice regrowth and wildflowers such as oxlips
as well as removing valuable low cover for birds. Left
unmanaged they would have a devastating effect on the
reserve.

When coppicing first resumed in the wood, some ash
trees were cut at shoulder height (a process known as
pollarding) to prevent the regrowth from being eaten by
fallow deer. These tall pollards can still be seen in some
of the coppice plots.

Since 2002 most of the wood has been surrounded by a
tall fence designed to exclude deer. Before this oxlip
numbers had reduced from around 2 million plants to
approximately a quarter of a million. Numbers are now
increasing again and many plants have grown much
larger. The large plastic pipes under the fence are
designed to allow badgers to pass through but not
muntjac.

Coppice cycle

Dry grassland

[ e

----- Reserve path
Road

= Reserve boundary

= = = Public bridleway

--------- Deer Fence ~
~

Points of interest

Metres

@ Railway Line

When the railway was built Hayley Lane was
such a busy thoroughfare that it warranted a
full scale level crossing complete with cottage
(now privately owned) which can still be seen

today. Reclaimed by nature since 1969, around

a fifth of the total number of plant species
found in the reserve can be seen here. This
strip of grassland is an excellent place to spot
butterflies feeding on wildflowers.

@ The Triangle

Agricultural depression around the turn of
the 20th century led to seven acres of arable
land adjacent to Old Hayley Wood being
abandoned. By the 1920s scrub had begun
to invade and over time this has naturally
developed into an area of woodland.
Flowering plants are slowly spreading into

it and it is a good place to spot bird’s nest
orchid. If you look closely you can see that
the ground is undulating with uniform strips
of high and low ground. This is known as

ridge and furrow and is the result of ploughing

during this area’s agricultural past.
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@ Ancient Oak

Dating back over 400 years, this oak is
thought to be the oldest tree in the wood.
Parts of the tree have begun to die providing
valuable deadwood habitat for invertebrates.
In the past it has been pollarded, a technique
that involves periodically cutting the upper
branches enabling them to shoot again and so
prolonging the life of the tree.

@ Coppice plots

There are 14 one acre coppice plots running
alongside the main ride. Each winter one plot
is cut to allow more light and warmth to reach
the woodland floor. We are slowly expanding
coppicing along the other woodland rides.
This is a good place to see oxlips and wood
anemone, which take advantage of the higher
levels of sunlight in more recently cut plots.

Wood anemone

Nuthatch

@ Roundabout

The point where the two main rides meet is
known as the Roundabout. Historically this
area was used as a turning point by horses
when extracting timber. An information shelter
is now located here where you can find out
more about the reserve.

@ Tower Hide

This is a great opportunity to climb up into the
canopy and see some of the bird species that
like to stay up in the trees.
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